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Country Profile 
Basic data and indicators 

Basic Data 
Population (1 000): 62 027.0 inhabitants (2010) 

GDP at market prices: 1 700 135.6 million Euro (2010) 

GDP per inhabitant in PPS (Purchasing Power Standards, EU – 27 = 100): 112.0 (2010) 

GDP growth rate: 1.8 % (2010) 

Inflation rate: 3.3 % (2010) 

Unemployment rate: 7.8 % (2010) 

Government debt/GDP: 79.9 % (2010) 

Public balance (government deficit or surplus/GDP): -10.3 % (2010) 

Source: Eurostat 

 

Area: 244 820 Km2 

Capital city: London 

Official EU language: English 

Currency: Pound Sterling 

Source: Europa website 

Political Structure 
The United Kingdom is the oldest constitutional monarchy in Europe. Legislative power is held by the 
Parliament, shared between the House of Commons and the House of Lords. The House of Commons 
consists of 650 members who are elected by pure majority vote and remain in office for a maximum of 
five years. The number of members in the House of Lords is not fixed; as of 1 April 2011, it consists of 
792 members (bishops, life and hereditary peers). Laws are approved by a double reading process, in 
which the House of Lords cannot indefinitely block approval of a law; it can only delay it. 

The Head of State is the hereditary Monarch, who fulfils important ceremonial and formal roles with 
respect to government. Executive power is exercised by the Government, headed by the Prime Minister 
and the Cabinet. The Government is answerable and accountable to the House of Commons. By 
constitutional convention, ministers are largely chosen from among the Members of Parliament 
(members of the Commons). The Prime Minister is typically the leader of the largest party in the House 
of Commons and is commissioned by the monarch to form a government based on his or her ability to 
command the support of the Commons. 

Devolution in the United Kingdom 

A wide-ranging constitutional reform over the last twelve years put forward a programme for a 
substantial decentralisation of power by the establishment of a Parliament and Executive in Scotland, an 
Assembly in Wales, and over a longer timescale, the devolution of power at regional level in England. 

Following the Scotland Act 1998, the Scottish Executive (also referred to as the 'Scottish Government') is 
the devolved administration for Scotland, dealing with all devolved issues independently of the UK 
Government. Legislative power and control on devolved issues belongs to the Scottish Parliament. 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/structural_indicators/indicators/economical_context
http://europa.eu/abc/european_countries/eu_members/unitedkingdom/index_en.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/
http://www.parliament.uk/about_commons/about_commons.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/about_lords/about_lords.cfm
http://www.royal.gov.uk/
http://www.number-10.gov.uk/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/46/contents
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/
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In Wales, the Government of Wales Act 1998 established the National Assembly for Wales (the 
Assembly) as a single corporate body, with secondary legislative powers and 60 members. Executive 
functions on devolved issues belong to the Welsh Assembly Government. 

In Northern Ireland, power was first devolved to the Northern Ireland Assembly, in December 1999, 
with executive authority exercised by the Northern Ireland Executive. The Assembly comprises 108 
members and the Executive 11 Ministers together with the First Minister and the deputy First Minister. 
Legislative power on devolved issues belongs to the Assembly. 

In England, regional policy and devolution to the English regions is the responsibility of the Department 
for Communities and Local Government. 

The United Kingdom became a member of the European Union on 1 January 1973. 

Head of State: Queen Elizabeth II (since 1952). 

Head of Government: Prime Minister David Cameron (since 11 May 2010). 

Information Society Indicators 
Percentage of households with Internet access: 85 % (2011) 

Percentage of enterprises with Internet access: 95 % (2011) 

Percentage of individuals using the Internet at least once a week: 81 % (2011) 

Percentage of households with a broadband connection: 83 % (2011) 

Percentage of enterprises with a broadband connection: 92 % (2009) 

Percentage of individuals having purchased/ordered online in the last three months: 60 % 
(2010) 

Percentage of enterprises having received orders online within the previous year: 15 % 
(2011) 

Percentage of individuals using the Internet for interacting with public authorities: obtaining 
information 33 %, downloading forms 20 %, returning filled forms 18 % (2010) 

Percentage of enterprises using the Internet for interacting with public authorities: obtaining 
information 65 %, downloading forms 61 %, returning filled forms 57 % (2009) 

Source: Eurostat 

Editorial notice: Statistical indicators referenced in this section reflect those of Eurostat at the time the 
Edition is being prepared. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/38/pdfs/ukpga_19980038_en.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/
http://new.wales.gov.uk/splash
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/corporate/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/corporate/
http://www.royal.gov.uk/HMTheQueen/HMTheQueen.aspx
http://www.number10.gov.uk/meet-the-pm
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/information_society/data/main_tables
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eGovernment History 
Main developments and key milestones (in reverse chronological order) 

For the latest developments, see: ePractice news for eGovernment 

Recent News 

November 2011 
An increasing number of public sector organisations in Wales have been using the Government's 
xchangewales eAuction services since their introduction in 2009. These Most Economically Advantageous 
Tender (MEAT) auctions have been delivering significant benefits and savings, namely, in the home-to-
school transport contract category. 

October 2011 
On 21 October 2011, the Minister for the Cabinet Office launched a detailed plan for the implementation 
of the government’s new ICT strategy, which is projected to deliver around £1.4bn of savings within the 
next 4 years and help deliver better public services digitally. This was followed on 27 October 2011, by 
the publication of four strategies titled: 'Government Cloud', 'Greening Government: ICT', 'Government 
ICT Capability', 'Government End User Device'.  

A government report released on 7 October 2011 shows that in the past 12 months, significant steps 
have been taken in the drive to cut unnecessary spending and pave the way for a single government 
web domain. The report states that over 1 500 government websites have now closed since the 
rationalisation programme began. The programme resulted from a November 2010 report by Martha 
Lane Fox, commissioned by the Cabinet Office minister, which found that the multiplicity of websites led 
to "significant duplication" and a "highly inconsistent" user experience. 

August 2011 
On 11 August 2011, the beta testing phase of all-encompassing single UK government portal starts. It is 
envisaged that the single government domain would host all of the government's public information, 
replacing over 400 current websites. As such, it would build on the benefits of Directgov, currently the 
largest government citizen-facing website, by offering more features for users and reducing the need for 
separate departmental websites. 

July 2011 
On 5 July 2011, Mike Bracken joins the Cabinet Office, appointed as the government's new Executive 
Director of Digital, responsible for overseeing and improving all of the government's online presence and 
extending the number of public services available online. Mr Bracken will report to Ian Watmore, the 
government's Chief Operating Officer, based in the Cabinet Office. He will be responsible for over 100 
staff in the government's Digital Service. The new role combines the work of the Chief Executive of 
Directgov, the lead of cross-government digital reform work, and part of the work of the Director for 
Digital Engagement and Transparency. 

May 2011 
On 11 May 2011, the coalition government launches a single government website prototype, aimed at 
making public services easier to use. It is made available at http://alpha.gov.uk and users are welcome 
to provide feedback. The prototype single domain, named Alphagov, was recommended by Digital 

http://epractice.eu/en/news/
http://epractice.eu/en/news/5319866
http://www.xchangewales.co.uk/services/1099/eauctions
https://update.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/uk-government-ict-strategy-resources
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/government-cloud-strategy_0.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/greening-government-ict-strategy.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/government-ict-capability-strategy.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/government-ict-capability-strategy.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/government-end-user-device-strategy_0.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/websitemetrics2010-11
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5318123
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5313375
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/index.htm
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5308205
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5305585
http://alpha.gov.uk/
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Champion Martha Lane Fox in her review of government digital services entitled 'Directgov 2010 and 
beyond: revolution not evolution', published in 2010. 

April 2011 
 The department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) launches a free public procurement 
eCourse for businesses. 'Winning the Contract' is designed to help businesses learn about public 
procurement and how to bid for public sector contracts. The eCourse introduces businesses to key 
procurement processes. 

 In the same month, the UK Government launches the Red Tape Challenge website, in which the 
general public can post their views on unnecessary regulations, with the ultimate aim of reducing 
bureaucracy. With the aim of ultimately streamlining regulation, the government intends to publish 
all current regulations concerning a specific sector or industry. The public will then be given two 
weeks to post their views and subsequently ministers will be given three months to take action. 

March 2011 
On 30 March 2011, the Cabinet Office publishes the 'Government ICT Strategy', confirming the UK's 
determination to move its public sector away from being locked-in on large-scale single supplier 
proprietary software solutions. The strategy document intends to focus on an open approach to ICT, 
mandating open standards, re-aligning the playing field for open source and encouraging greater SME 
participation in government ICT contracts. 

January 2011 
 On 6 January 2011, the UK's National Archives launches the first ever public sector directory of 
commercial services and solutions to help secure the long-term survival of digital information. As 
part of a project, the National Archives has developed the Digital Continuity Framework, launched on 
the same day in partnership with the national procurement partner for all UK public services. The 
framework provides guidance for public sector bodies to understand and manage their information. 

 In the first week of January 2011, Westminster City Council launches a call for tenders for a web-
based procurement portal that will display data related to all aspects of procurement activity 
across London's councils. The contract is to be awarded in April 2011 and the portal to be launched 
in June. The portal will potentially display information from all London borough councils and public 
services, including the police and hospitals, and will help pave the way for collaborative procurement 
across the capital. 

News 2010-2001 

2010 
 In July 2010, the City and County of Swansea (South West Wales) becomes the latest public sector 
organisation to implement the Welsh Assembly Government's eProcurement platform called 
'xchangewales'. 'xchangewales' is an online service that allows public sector buyers to view and 
order goods and services through a wide range of electronic catalogues and be able to transact 
electronically with their suppliers, including sending purchase orders and receiving invoices. 

In the same month, government employees propose that the administration moves to open source 
software, thus replacing proprietary operating systems and office tools, in an effort to cut costs. The 
proposal comes in response to the Prime Minister's call on civil servants to suggest ideas on how the 
government could save money. 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/directgov-2010-and-beyond-revolution-not-evolution
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/directgov-2010-and-beyond-revolution-not-evolution
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5297223
http://www1.learndirect-business.com/business-courses/winning-the-contract/
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5304635
http://www.redtapechallenge.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/home/index/
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5302742
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/uk-government-government-ict-strategy_0.pdf
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5272212
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/5268616
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/330076
http://www.xchangewales.co.uk/benefits/epurchasing/etrading
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/330997
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On 1 July 2010, the government launches the 'Your Freedom' website which invites the British public 
to suggest ways of cutting red tape for businesses, by repealing unnecessary laws and supporting 
civil liberties. The ideas submitted are to be grouped into three policy areas: restoring civil liberties; 
repealing unnecessary laws; and cutting business and third sector regulations. 

 On 18 June 2010, the new coalition government announces the appointment of a new 'UK Digital 
Champion', with the mission to focus on encouraging as many people as possible to go online, and 
to improve the convenience and efficiency of public services by driving online delivery. The 
appointment is part of government's drive to increase transparency and accountability.  

On 4 June 2010, as part of the Prime Minister's transparency initiative, the Ministry of Economics and 
Finance, for the first time, publishes data on public expenditure from the Combined Online 
Information System (COINS), for the 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 fiscal years. The data is made 
available through data.gov.uk. 

 On 24 May 2010, as part of the government’s drive to achieve £ 6.2 (€ 7.0) billion worth of spending 
cuts, a new joint Treasury-Cabinet Office group called the Efficiency and Reform Group was 
announced. The Group, formed by pulling together existing capabilities, intends to ensure that 
departments work together to tackle waste and improve accountability across a range of areas.  

 On 16 March 2010, the Office of Government Commerce's (OGC) centre for eAuctions publishes a 
'Forward Plan for eAuctions' and launches a website dedicated to electronic auctions. Both 
initiatives aim to have reduced the public sector costs by up to 270 million (approx. € 300 million) by 
the end of 2011-2012. 

 A website ('data.gov.uk') is launched to the public on 20 January 2010 to offer free access to UK 
government data. The site contains more than 2 500 sets of data from across the government. All 
data is non-personal and in a format that can be reused by any individual or business to create 
innovative new software tools, such as applications about house prices, local amenities and services, 
or access to local hospitals. 

2009 
 On 7 December 2009, the Prime Minister announces the publication of an action plan entitled 
'Putting the Frontline First: Smarter Government' which sets out the priorities for the government to 
improve public services while reducing public expenditure. 

 In November 2009, the UK Land Registry produces a new Flood Risk Indicator, made available online 
in the 'Find-a-Property' section of the Land Registry website. 

 A new interactive national map service, launched in October 2009, gives access to local crime 
statistics and neighbourhood policing details. The website was developed by the National Policing 
Improvement Agency and police forces across England and Wales, on behalf of the Home Office.  

 Starting in September 2009, a new facility via an online e-mail form can be used to report suspects 
for tax evasion to HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC).  

 The Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) Action website, launched in July 2009 through 'Directgov', allows 
users to check actions taken in order to combat anti-social behaviour in their local area and to 
contact persons in charge of tackling such behaviour locally. 

 In June 2009, the UK Cabinet Office launches a new Digital Engagement Blog – an interactive 
tool that encourages and empowers citizens’ engagement in the work of public services. The tool 
allows better use of published information, thus stimulating a more transparent and effective 
government. 

 On 10 March 2009, the government publishes the document 'Working together - Public services on 
your side', aiming at ways to accelerate the delivery of enhanced services over the coming years.  

 On 24 February 2009, the government publishes a new policy on Open Source software aimed to 
ensure maximum value for money for taxpayers. The policy includes 10 actions to ensure that best 

http://yourfreedom.hmg.gov.uk/
http://data.gov.uk/
http://www.epractice.eu/files/The Forward Plan for e-auctions.pdf
http://data.gov.uk/
http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/300044
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/299436
https://www.landregistry.gov.uk/wps/portal/Property_Search?WT.mc_id=floodrisk2LRpr16
http://www.landregistry.gov.uk/
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/296358
http://www.npia.police.uk/
http://www.npia.police.uk/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/CrimeJusticeAndTheLaw/Typesofcrime/DG_4001652
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/292674
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/media/15556/workingtogether.pdf
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/media/15556/workingtogether.pdf
http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/285126
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value for money software solutions are put forward for tenders, be they Open Source or proprietary 
products. 

 On 29 January 2009, 'Digital Britain: the Interim Report' is published by the government. The report 
contains more than 20 recommendations aimed at securing Britain’s place at the forefront of the 
global digital economy.  

2008 
 In July 2008, the Cabinet Office publishes the 'Transformational Government Annual Report 2007', 
which covers the period from January 2007 to January 2008. The report describes the latest 
developments towards designing and delivering public services to address citizens' needs.  

 On 15 April 2008, the National Assembly for Wales launches a new range of eDemocracy services 
aimed at encouraging greater dialogue between the Assembly and Welsh citizens. They include a 
new ePetition system, 'senedd.tv' (an enhanced webcasting service), eForums and a quick vote 
facility for online consultations for committee inquiries. 

Starting in April 2008, Northern Ireland's JobCentreOnline allows citizens to search for jobs by wage 
range or region. The latest enhancement to 'JobCentreOnline' included the option for users to 
receive free text message alerts about new job vacancies. 

 The Home Office announces in January 2008 that its global system for checking the fingerprints of 
visa applicants is completed ahead of time and budget.  

A new online service, which provides businesses with information on and access to the many 
business opportunities linked to the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, is launched on 
17 January 2008. The aim of CompeteFor is to improve access to London 2012 business 
opportunities for enterprises of all sizes and to increase the transparency and ease of the 
procurement process. 

2007 
 In July 2007, a report by the National Audit Office shows that UK government websites have 
improved only slightly since 2002. The government plans to move information into two main 
'supersites' – 'Directgov' and 'businesslink.gov.uk', so as to give the public and businesses a simple 
pathway to information and services. 

 In June 2007, the 'Power of Information Review' is published in order to assess how the government 
can harness the phenomenon of internet advice-sharing sites and empower people with information 
that could help improve their lives. The review examines how non–personal public sector information 
can be reused and reinvigorated outside of government to generate public and economic value.  

 In March 2007, the UK Land Registry opens up all its services to electronic customers. Customers 
can pay electronically for land charge applications, preliminary services and any application lodged 
by post, telephone or through 'Land Registry Direct'. 

 In January 2007, a Cabinet Office press release announces that the number of central government 
websites is to be drastically reduced, something which would benefit tens of millions of users. 
Information of continuing relevance from closed sites will be transferred to the 'Directgov' and 
'businesslink.gov.uk' portals.  

2006 
 In December 2006, 'Directgov', the UK government portal which provides a single point of access to 
all on-line public services, starts offering its services via mobile phone.  

 In April 2006, important new measures to enable data sharing become law in the UK. Having 
received Royal Assent, the 'Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill' intends to strengthen borders 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/what_we_do/broadcasting/5944.aspx
http://www.assemblywales.org/
http://www.jobcentreonline.com/JCOLFront/Home.aspx
https://www.competefor.com/london2012business/login.jsp
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/advice/poi/power-of-information-review.pdf
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/Homepage/fs/en
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/074/2006074.htm


 
eGovernment in the UK 

 
December 2011 

 

[]  [7] 

by allowing data sharing between the Immigration Service, police and customs, as part of the 
'eBorders' programme. 

 In March 2006, the government launches the 'National Planning Application Register' service, which 
allows interested citizens and firms to access the vast majority of planning applications made in 
England and Wales. 

In that same month, a scheme for verifying the personal details of passport applicants, intended to 
provide the basis for an ID card checking system, goes live. 

 In February 2006, in a bid to cut back on public procurement costs, the UK government launches 
'Zanzibar', a web-based purchase-to-pay (P2P) and electronic marketplace solution, which is 
heralded as the market place for single-point government shopping. 

2005 
 In November 2005, the UK’s new eGovernment strategy, entitled 'Transformational Government - 
Enabled by Technology', is presented. The document sets the strategy for transforming public 
services using ICT and outlines how effective use of technology, designed around citizens' and 
businesses' needs, can transform people's daily lives. 

 In April 2005, the government launches a new national 'Digital Strategy' aimed at tackling the 
persistent digital divide and low uptake of eGovernment services by citizens. The document lays 
down a number of goals, such as: making the UK a world leader in digital excellence; constructing a 
robust strategy to achieve the digital vision; tackling social exclusion; and bridging the digital divide.  

 In March 2005, the UK Government launches 'Government Connect', a new service aimed at 
helping local authorities improve their efficiency and connect more effectively with their customers, 
with each other and with the central government. The ultimate aim is for all local authorities to be 
using the system by the end of 2007, thus achieving efficiencies in service delivery and costs. 

 In January 2005, a 'CIO Council' is created, composed of 30 Chief Information Officers (CIOs) drawn 
from central government, local authorities and other public agencies. The council is to promote the 
role of CIOs in the public sector and to increase the success rate of government IT projects. 

In that same month, the UK Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000 comes fully into force; it 
requires public sector bodies to make information more readily available to the general public. 

2004 
 In September 2004, the Office of the eEnvoy is replaced by the eGovernment Unit in the Cabinet 
Office, led by the 'Head of eGovernment'. 

 In July 2004, the 'Independent Review of Public Sector Efficiency' is published. Identifying potential 
for efficiency gains in government operations with a view to releasing resources for frontline service 
delivery, the review outlines the role of eGovernment as key to the government's efficiency drive.  

 In June 2004, the Home Office announces the rollout of the Iris Recognition Immigration System, a 
biometric border control system in a number of key airports across the country with a view to 
improve immigration control.  

 In April 2004, the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) publishes the 'Priority Outcomes for 
Local eGovernment'. The document aims to assist all local councils reach the 2005 targets on a 
series of key priority outcomes relating to full electronic service delivery capability. 

 In March 2004, the first phase of the government's new portal, 'Directgov' is launched, bringing 
together a wide range of public services for citizens. 

 In February 2004, an upgraded version of the Government Secure Intranet (GSi) goes live, which 
provides secure restricted-level access to better services and functionalities to over 280 000 users in 
central and local government.   

http://www.epractice.eu/en/news/281941
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281004
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281004
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281018
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/chief-information-officers-council
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/pdfs/ukpga_20000036_en.pdf
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281412
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281045
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281045
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
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2003 
In November 2003, the eGovernment portal for businesses 'BusinessLink.gov.uk' is launched to provide 
access to government information and services for businesses, business owners and managers. 

2002 
 In November 2002, the 'National Strategy for Local eGovernment' is launched. The strategy provides 
a framework to transform local council services, by linking them with other public services and 
offering greater choice, convenience and accessibility for customers, as well as greater cost-
effectiveness for councils. 

 In April 2002, the National Audit Office (NAO) publishes the report 'Government on the Web II'. As a 
follow-up to the 1999 'Government on the Web' report, it surveys progress in implementing 
eGovernment in central and local government.  

 The National Audit Office publishes the 'Better public services through eGovernment' report. It 
examines departments’ progress in achieving eGovernment, and focuses on actions taken to improve 
the delivery of IT projects and to manage the risks which the various departments face.  

2001 
 In December 2001, the Office of the eEnvoy publishes the 'ePolicy Principles', a set of guidelines for 
policy-makers across government designed to ensure the effectiveness of new eGovernment policies. 

 In February 2001, a central hub designed to link eGovernment services across departments, called 
the 'Government Gateway', is launched. The hub includes a secure authentication and transaction 
engine. 

News 2000 and before 
 In December 2000, the 'UKonline.gov.uk' citizen portal is launched to provide a one-stop-shop to 
public services online. 

 In April 2000, the 'eGovernment: a strategic framework for public services in the Information Age', 
UK’s official eGovernment strategy, is published. The framework challenges all public sector 
organisations to innovate and commits all central government departments to develop eBusiness 
strategies. It also calls for government to provide the necessary common infrastructure and 
leadership. 

 In 1999, the 'Modernising Government Action Plan' is published. The plan lists 62 commitments for 
the first two years of the programme, including the development of a single electronic gateway 
aimed at opening up a range of one-stop-shop services. 

 In February 1998, the Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology (POST) publishes the report 
'Electronic Government: Information Technologies and the Citizen'. The report assesses how ICT can 
be used by the government to improve internal working and the delivery of public services.  

 In October 1997, the Prime Minister sets the target that 25 % of all interaction with the government 
should be able to be conducted electronically by 2002, via telephone, television or computers. 

 In November 1996, the government publishes the 'Government Direct' green paper, as 'a 
prospectus for the electronic delivery of government services'. 

 In October 1994, the Central Computer & Telecommunications Agency (CCTA), under the 
responsibility of the Cabinet Office, establishes a central government website ('open.gov.uk'), 
directing Internet users to departmental and agency sites. CCTA also hosts on its servers websites 
for departments and agencies new to the Internet. 

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281095
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281366
http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/281367
http://www.gateway.gov.uk/
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281149
http://www.epractice.eu/node/281371
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eGovernment Strategy 
Main strategic objectives and principles 

Government ICT Strategy (2011-2013) 
The coalition government, appointed in office in May 2010, 
proclaimed its intentions to revamp the public sector, upgrade 
the role of ICT and, in general, move away from vendor lock-in 
and large-scale single supplier proprietary software solutions. 
Immediately following assumption of power, the government 
founded the Efficiency and Reform Group under the Cabinet 

Office, with the mission to undertake a coordinated approach to tackling waste and improving efficiency 
and accountability across all government departments, including ICT. Less than a year later, in March 
2011, the Cabinet Office published the new 'Government ICT Strategy', which set out to improve the 
record of government ICT, especially in delivering large-scale projects and programmes. This was 
followed by the publication of four focused strategies on 27 October 2011, titled: 'Government Cloud'; 
'Greening Government: ICT'; 'Government ICT Capability'; and 'Government End User Device'.  

The main targets of the strategy are, through reuse and sharing of ICT assets, to improve productivity 
and efficiency, reduce waste and the likelihood of project failure. Key elements include the application of 
agile project management methods to ICT procurement and delivery so as to respond to changing 
requirements and ensure that solutions meet business requirements. The importance of 
interoperability, through the use of common and open standards, is emphasised with the creation of 
cross-government standards on application programme interfaces and the development of a quality 
assurance mark. 

To cope with contemporary challenges, the strategy also includes a set of key actions to be delivered 
over the next 24 months, such as: 

 create a level playing field for open source software;  

 greatly streamline procurement and specify outcomes rather than inputs;  

 create a presumption against projects with a lifetime value of more than £ 100 million (approx. € 115 
million);  

 impose compulsory open standards, starting with interoperability and security;  

 create a comprehensive asset register;  

 create a cross-public sector applications store;  

 encourage boards to hold ministers and senior officials to account on a regular basis for the progress 
of ICT projects and programmes.  

In addition, the strategy aims to enable the building of a common infrastructure underpinned by a set 
of common standards. It will therefore build on the ICT moratorium, project review and contract 
renegotiations which have allowed the government to appraise and take control of spending and to 
ensure that projects demonstrate value for money and effectiveness. Furthermore, it seeks to underline 
the government’s commitment to increasing transparency through actions such as publishing 
government ICT contracts online.  

Governance measures of the strategy document include plans to form a new body, the Chief 
Information Officer's (CIO) Delivery Board, which comprises CIOs from the large delivery 
departments and which is to sit above the CIO Council and advise the ministerial committee (called the 
'Public Expenditure Committee (Efficiency and Reform)' or PEx(ER) in short) on progress. 

The CIO Delivery Board was created in spring 2011 and took ownership of the delivery and 
implementation of the ICT strategy, supported by action from all departments. The Board published the 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/unit/efficiency-and-reform-group
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/government-cloud-strategy_0.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/greening-government-ict-strategy.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/government-ict-capability-strategy.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/government-end-user-device-strategy_0.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/chief-information-officers-council
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accompanying Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP), to translate the vision of the 'Government ICT 
Strategy' into real outcomes. The SIP provides an overview of how the strategy will be implemented and 
a summary of the individual plans for each delivery area. The initiatives will be funded via existing 
spending plans. These plans imply spending money better, rather than spending more, and will be used 
as exemplars of the government’s major projects methodology. 

Strategies and policies in the devolved administrations 
The devolved administrations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have their own particular 
approaches to eGovernment policy. 

Scotland 

The Scottish Government aims to create a clearer, simpler and more effective public sector, freeing local 
agencies and front-line workers to focus on delivering public services for the people of Scotland. The 
main strategy document is Scotland's Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland, issued in March 2011. The 
document emphasises on improving the delivery of public services and on broadband uptake, where it 
sets the target that "people in Scotland should be at or above the UK average by 2013, and highest 
among the UK nations by 2015." 

Wales 

'Delivering a Digital Wales' (2010) and its accompanying Delivery Plan (2011) are the Welsh Assembly 
Government's framework and delivery plan for addressing the challenges of rapidly evolving trends in 
ICT, digital media and the Internet in a citizen-focused manner. Emphasis is placed on inclusivity and 
participation of all citizens; development of skills at all ages and levels; use of ICT to strengthen the 
economy; and transformation of public services. For the development of public services, the framework 
states that "… the Public sector in Wales cannot sustain the current level of fragmented and duplicated 
ICT infrastructure and staff" and therefore more coherent and collaborative actions across the Welsh 
public sector ICT domain are needed. To this end, a more strategic all-Wales approach to working with 
Universities, the voluntary sector and private sector is proposed to exploit their knowledge and 
experience and seek more innovative approaches. The Efficiency and Innovation Programme and Board, 
established after February 2010, have undertaken the responsibility to formulate the Public Services 
ICT Programme with representatives from all policy and delivery sectors, and to implement the 
relevant portfolio of projects falling within the 'Delivering a Digital Wales' framework. 

Northern Ireland 

The Northern Ireland (NI) Executive’s 'Programme for Government' includes a commitment to bring 
government closer to people and to revitalise public services. This is enshrined in the 'Public Service 
Agreement (PSA) 20' which aims to improve the quality and cost effectiveness of public services in terms 
of access and range of contact channels available. The Department of Finance and Personnel, and the 
Office of the First and Deputy First Minister, in conjunction with other government departments, have 
been driving a programme of work relating to telephony and web-based citizen-facing services. This 
initiative, known as 'NI Direct', is a direct response to the Executive’s commitment to improve access to 
public services. 'NI Direct' is intended to be the integrated public face for government services and one 
of the key ways for citizens to access government in the future. The web site was launched in March 
2009 and is designed as a single point of entry for all citizen-centric government information in Northern 
Ireland. In addition, the 'NI Executive' has been working to improve availability to government services 
through the following initiatives: wide accessibility of broadband connectivity; deployment of public 
access digital kiosks providing access to the Internet via libraries; development of a site encouraging 
community groups to get online; publication of a CD helping to inform citizens about getting online; and 
delivery of various awareness events. 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/govt-ict-sip.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/981/0114237.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/det/publications/101208digitalwalesen.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/det/publications/110427deliveryplan.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/det/publications/101208digitalwalesen.pdf
http://www.dfpni.gov.uk/psa_delivery_agreement_-_psa_20_improving_public_services.pdf
http://www.dfpni.gov.uk/psa_delivery_agreement_-_psa_20_improving_public_services.pdf
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/index.htm
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eGovernment Legal Framework 
Main legal texts impacting on the development of eGovernment 

eGovernment Legislation 

Current status 

There is currently no overall eGovernment legislation in the 
UK. 

Freedom of Information Legislation 

Freedom of Information Act (2000) 

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) received Royal Assent on 30 November 2000 and came 
fully into force on 1 January 2005. It provides clear statutory rights for any member of the public to 
apply for access to information held by bodies across the public sector, together with a strong 
enforcement regime. A new Information Commissioner's Office and an Information Tribunal, with wide 
powers to enforce the rights created, were established by the Act, along with a duty imposed on public 
authorities to adopt a scheme for the publication of information. The legislation applies to a wide range 
of public authorities, including parliament, government departments, local authorities and other entities 
in England, Northern Ireland and Wales. Scotland has a specific Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002, which makes provision for the disclosure of information held by Scottish public authorities. 

Data Protection/Privacy Legislation 

Digital Economy Act (2010) 

The Act concerns the online infringement of copyright. It creates a system which aims to increase the 
ease of tracking down and suing persistent infringers, and after a minimum of one year permit the 
introduction of 'technical measures' to reduce the quality of, or potentially terminate those infringers' 
Internet connections. It furthermore creates a new ex-judicial process to handle appeals. 

Data Protection Act (1998) 

The Data Protection Act 1998 received Royal Assent in July 1998 and came into force on 1 March 2000, 
giving effect to the EU Data Protection Directive (95/46/EC). It lays down rules for the way organisations 
have to treat personal data and information that apply to paper-based and electronic records. These 
rules are mandatory for all organisations that hold or process personal data, in the public as well as the 
private and voluntary sectors. The Act contains eight data protection principles, which state that all data 
has to be: processed fairly and lawfully; obtained and used only for specified and lawful purposes; 
adequate, relevant and not excessive; accurate, and where necessary, kept up to date; kept for no 
longer than necessary; processed in accordance with an individual's rights; kept secure; and transferred 
only to countries that offer adequate protection. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/pdfs/ukpga_20000036_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2002/13/pdfs/asp_20020013_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2002/13/pdfs/asp_20020013_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/24/pdfs/ukpga_20100024_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/contents
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31995L0046:en:HTML
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eSignatures Legislation 

Electronic Communications Act (2000) 

The Electronic Communications Act 2000 creates a legal framework for the use of electronic signatures in 
the public and private sectors. 

Electronic Signatures Regulations (2002) 

The Act is completed by the Electronic Signatures Regulations 2002, which implements in UK law the 
European Directive on a Community framework for electronic signatures (1999/93/EC). 

eCommerce Legislation 

Electronic Communications Act (2000) 

The Electronic Communications Act 2000 aims to help build confidence in electronic communications by 
creating a legal framework for electronic commerce in the private and public sectors.  

Electronic Commerce Regulations (2002) 

Electronic Commerce Regulations 2002 transpose into UK law the majority of the provisions of the EU 
Electronic Commerce Directive (2000/31/EC) on certain legal aspects of information society services, and 
electronic commerce in particular, in the internal market.  

The Electronic Commerce (EC Directive) (Extension) (No. 2) Regulations (2003) 

This is a supplementary regulation to ensure that eCommerce Regulations apply to the legislation which 
was amended by the Copyright and Related Rights Regulations 2003. These also apply to the 
eCommerce Regulations to the Performances Order 2003 and the Copyright Order 2003.  

eCommunications Legislation 

Communications Act (2003) 

Other key elements of the EU Framework on eCommunications, such as the Framework Directive 
(2002/21/EC), the Access Directive (2002/19/EC), the Authorisation Directive (2002/20/EC) and the 
Universal Service Directive (2002/22/EC) were implemented in the UK via the Communications Act 2003. 

Privacy and Electronic Communications (EC Directive) Regulations (2003) 

Transposition of the new EU regulatory framework for eCommunications was substantially completed 
with the entry into force of the Privacy and Electronic Communications (EC Directive) Regulations 2003 
(transposing the ePrivacy Directive) of 11 December 2003.  

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/7/pdfs/ukpga_20000007_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/318/pdfs/uksi_20020318_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31999L0093:EN:HTML
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/7/pdfs/ukpga_20000007_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/2013/pdfs/uksi_20022013_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32000L0031:EN:HTML
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2003/2500/pdfs/uksi_20032500_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/21/pdfs/ukpga_20030021_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32002L0021:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32002L0019:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2002:108:0021:0032:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32002L0022:EN:HTML
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2003/2426/pdfs/uksi_20032426_en.pdf
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eProcurement Legislation 

Public Contracts Regulations (2006) 

The use of electronic means in the public procurement process is regulated by the Public Contracts 
Regulations 2006 (Statutory Instrument 2006 No.5) which came into force on 31 January 2006. It 
implements European Directive 2004/18/EC, of 31 March 2004, on the co-ordination of procedures for 
the award of public works contracts, public supply contracts and public services contracts. The 
regulations apply to England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Corresponding legislation for Scotland is 
contained in the Public Contracts Regulations (2006) and in supplementary public procurement 
legislation available on the website of the Scottish Executive. The relevant European Utility Contracts 
Directive (2004/17/EC) regarding procedures of entities operating in the water, energy, transport and 
postal services sectors, is implemented by the Utilities Contracts Regulations 2006 (Statutory Instrument 
2006 No. 6) for England, Wales and Northern Ireland and the Utilities Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 
2006 (Scottish Statutory Instrument 2006 No. 2) for Scotland. 

Re-use of Public Sector Information (PSI) 

Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations (2005) 

The Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2005, which came into force on 1 July 2005, 
implements into UK law the European Directive 2003/98/EC of 17 November 2003 on the re-use of public 
sector information (PSI Directive). The 'United Kingdom Report on the Re-use of Public Sector 
Information 2010' sets out the key initiatives and landmarks that shaped the way in which the UK 
promoted the re-use of PSI spanning the period between June 2009 and December 2010. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/5/pdfs/uksi_20060005_en.pdf
http://www.dkom.si/util/bin.php?id=2004121408020465
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Procurement/Selling/10615
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32004L0017:EN:HTML
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/6/pdfs/uksi_20060006_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2006/2/pdfs/ssi_20060002_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2006/2/pdfs/ssi_20060002_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1515/pdfs/uksi_20051515_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003L0098:EN:HTML
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/psi-report.pdf
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/psi-report.pdf
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eGovernment Actors 
Main roles and responsibilities 

National eGovernment 

Policy/Strategy 

Cabinet Office 

The Cabinet Office holds overall responsibility for the government's efficiency and reform agenda, with 
the overarching purpose to improve government function. eGovernment resides in the Cabinet Office 
under the political responsibility of the Minister for the Cabinet Office, who is also responsible for the 
development of the 'Government ICT Strategy'. 

Coordination 

Efficiency and Reform Group 

The Efficiency and Reform Group is a newly-formed structure based in the Cabinet Office. Its mission is 
to undertake a coordinated approach to tackling waste and improving accountability and efficiency 
across all government departments. This includes efficiency in procurement, major-projects 
management, civil service reform and ICT. The Group is governed by a Board, chaired jointly by the 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury and the Minister for the Cabinet Office.  

The Chief Information Officers Council 

The Chief Information Officers Council's mission is to improve public service delivery. More specifically, 
the Council acts as a focus for partnership between IT professionals across government and as a means 
to balance government-wide agendas with accountabilities in line organisations. With a membership 
drawn from the wider public sector, the Council is tasked with creating and delivering a government-
wide agenda to support the transformation of government and to build capacity and capability in IT-
enabled business change.  

Implementation 

The Chief Information Officers (CIO) Delivery Board 

The Board, which comprises CIOs from the large delivery departments sits above the CIO Council and 
advises the ministerial committee (called the 'Public Expenditure Committee (Efficiency and Reform)' 
(PEx(ER)) on progress. Created in spring 2011, the Board took ownership of the delivery and 
implementation of the ICT strategy, supported by action from all departments. The Board published the 
accompanying Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP), to translate the vision of the 'Government ICT 
Strategy' into real outcomes. 

The Chief Technology Officers Council 

Following the introduction of the Chief Information Officers Council, the Chief Technology Officers 
Council was formed at the end of 2005 to bring together such offices from across the public sector. 
Effectively working as the agent of the Chief Information Officers, it implements a programme of 
technological development and standards to provide the solutions that would support the delivery of the 
'ICT strategy for Government'. 

 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/about-cabinet-office
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/unit/efficiency-and-reform-group
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/chief-information-officers-council
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/chief-information-officers-council
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy-strategic-implementation-plan
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/chief-technology-officer-council
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Support 

The Chief Technology Officers Council 

The Chief Technology Officers Council is the cross–government body responsible for supporting joining-
up at a technological level.  

Efficiency and Reform Group 

The Efficiency and Reform Group supports ICT projects and the online delivery of services. It has also 
undertaken the ownership of the government portal 'Directgov', whose services are currently under 
review with the aim to increase citizen engagement. 

Audit/Assurance 

National Audit Office (NAO) 

The NAO is an independent body in charge of scrutinising public spending on behalf of Parliament. It 
audits the accounts of all government departments and agencies, as well as a wide range of other public 
bodies, and reports to Parliament on the economy, efficiency and effectiveness with which government 
bodies employ public money to perform their duties and provide services. Over the past years, the NAO 
has published several reports related to eGovernment or to departmental ICT projects. Government 
spending, including eGovernment, is also inspected by the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of the 
House of Commons. As with the NAO, the PAC has published several reports in recent years related to 
eGovernment, or specific IT projects. 

Office for Budget Responsibility 

The Office for Budget Responsibility was formed in May 2010 to carry out an independent assessment of 
the public finances and the economy for each pre-budget and budget report. It has four main roles: to 
produce forecasts for the economy and public finances; to judge progress towards the government’s 
fiscal targets; to assess the long-term sustainability of the public finances; and, to scrutinise the 
Treasury’s costing of budget measures.  

Data Protection 

The Information Commissioner's Office 

The Information Commissioner is an independent supervisory authority in charge of enforcing and 
overseeing legislation in data protection/privacy and freedom of information. The Commissioner has a 
range of duties, including the promotion of good information handling and the encouragement of codes 
of practice for data controllers regarding the collection and processing of personal data. The Information 
Commissioner directly reports to the parliament. Three regional offices were established in 2003 as a 
direct response to the devolution process in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/chief-technology-officer-council
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/unit/efficiency-and-reform-group
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/index.htm
http://www.nao.gov.uk/
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/committee_of_public_accounts.cfm
http://budgetresponsibility.independent.gov.uk/
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk/
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Regional & Local eGovernment 

England 

Policy/Strategy 

Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) 

The CLG is in charge of eGovernment policies. It promotes community cohesion and equality, as well as 
the responsibility for housing, urban regeneration, planning and local government.  

Coordination 

Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) 

The CLG is tasked with coordinating local eGovernment efforts. Among the goals promoted through 
eGovernance is decentralisation, local government transparency and the promotion of the Capital and 
Assets Pathfinder Programme. 

Implementation 

Local Councils 

Local Councils are responsible for the implementation of eGovernment projects within the framework of 
their competences, including crime, education, employment, citizen rights, health and tax benefits. 

Support 

Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG)  

The CLG intends to give councils broader powers to serve their communities and improve local areas. 
Support is being given on how best to take this forward. 

Local Government Improvement and Development 

Local Government Improvement and Development supports improvement and innovation in local 
government. It works by supporting councils in developing good practice and partnerships, through 
networks, online communities of practice and web resources. 

Society of IT Management (SOCITM) 

SOCITM is the professional association for ICT managers working in and for the public sector. SOCITM 
offers networking and peer support, professional development, and access to research and consultancy 
on a wide range of policy and technology issues. It is a significant provider of ICT and eGovernment 
support to local authorities. 

Local Government Association (LGA) 

The LGA represents all local authorities in England and Wales. It supports local authorities’ efforts to 
meet the challenges set, to deliver responsive services to their communities and places significant 
emphasis on the role of eGovernment in delivering this vision. 

Audit/Assurance 

The Audit Commission 

The Audit Commission is a public corporation set up in 1983 to protect the public purse. The Commission 
appoints auditors to councils and other local public services in England, and oversees their work. It also 
helps public bodies manage the financial challenges they face by providing authoritative, unbiased, 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/capitalassets/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/capitalassets/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/LocalCouncils/fs/en
http://www.communities.gov.uk/
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=1
http://www.socitm.gov.uk/
http://www.local.gov.uk/
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/
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evidence-based analysis and advice. The Commission also runs the National Fraud Initiative, which 
conducts data matching exercises to assist in the prevention and detection of fraud. 

Scotland 

Additional Actors 

Customer First 

At local government level, the 'Customer First' programme delivers a number of services that support the 
Scottish Government. Managed by the Scottish Government and Scottish local authorities, it aims to 
deliver enhanced public services by re-designing them around customers' needs. 

Wales 

Additional Actors 

Public Service Leadership Group  

The Public Service Leadership Group provides leadership for collaboration, driving the pace of 
improvement in services for Welsh citizens. Chaired by the Minister for Local Government and 
Communities, the group focuses on ways to improve efficiency and stimulate innovation across public 
services. 

Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO) 

The OCIO is responsible for leading and co-ordinating the strategy and design for the use of information 
technology across the public sector. It also manages IT quality assurance and governance. 

Northern Ireland 

Additional Actors 

Delivery and Innovation Division (DID) 

The Delivery and Innovation Division in the Department of Finance and Personnel provides a range of 
specialist business services to Northern Ireland's civil service, which include eGovernment policy, 
strategic programmes, business consultancy and ICT shared services. DID is an amalgamation of the 
former eGovernment Unit, Business Development Service and Public Service Improvement Unit. The 
Division also offers customer-facing telephony and online services to the citizens of Northern Ireland. 

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nfi/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.improvementservice.org.uk/component/option,com_is_blank/Itemid,1414/
http://www.wlga.gov.uk/english/public-service-leadership-group
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/businessandeconomy/digitalwales/framework/publicservices/ocio/;jsessionid=QmlJTzJZpB4lnDR8l1GDjrmtCxxqxB8Mg6vKZxcJrDpyHyrXY3ny!-1658114170?lang=en
http://www.xiportal.com/dfp/
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eGovernment Who’s Who 
Main eGovernment decision-makers and executives 

Minister responsible for eGovernment 

 

Francis Maude 
Minister for the Cabinet Office and Paymaster General 
 
Contact details: 
Cabinet Office 
70 Whitehall, London SW1A 2AS 
Tel.: + 44 20 7276 1234 
Fax: + 44 20 7276 0841 
E-mail: psfrancismaude@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk 
Source: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 

eGovernment executives 

 

Ian Watmore 
Permanent Secretary of the Cabinet Office  
 
Contact details: 
Cabinet Office 
70 Whitehall, London SW1A 2AS 
Tel.: +44 20 7276 1234 
Fax: N/A 
E-mail: N/A 
Source: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 

 

 

Joe Harley 
HM Government Chief Information Officer 
 
Contact details: 
Department of Work and Pensions, Departmental Secretariat, 
4th Floor, Caxton House, 6-12 Tothill Street, 
London, SW1H 9NA 
Tel.: N/A  
Fax: N/A 
E-mail: N/A 
Source: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/ 

 

mailto:psfrancismaude@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/francis-maude-minister-cabinet-office
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/cabinet-office-board
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/
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eGovernment Infrastructure 
Main eGovernment infrastructure components 

Portals 

'Directgov' 

'Directgov' is the government's citizen portal. It provides the people in England and Wales with easy and 
effective digital access to all public services and related information. 'Direct.gov.uk' is not organised on a 
life-cycle episodes model, but rather on the basis of major public services areas (e.g. health, education, 
employment) and of target customer groups (e.g. parents, disabled people, youth). The breadth of 
information presented is vast, reducing the need for users to navigate to further sites. 

Besides the Internet, services are also available through digital TV and mobile telephony. Within the 
framework of an ongoing large-scale websites rationalisation process aimed at reducing the main public-
facing sites for service delivery to just three ('Directgov', 'Business Link' and 'NHSChoices'), the portal 
has already received the contents of several websites.  

'Directgov' usage has continued to grow as the portal had over 26 million visitors in April 2011. The 
ownership of 'Directgov' has moved to the Cabinet Office. The portal services are currently under review 
with the aim to increase citizens' engagement. 

'Business Link' 

This separate eGovernment business portal was launched in November 2003 for businesses seeking 
authoritative information and advice from the government. It is a comprehensive tool to help employers 
with all aspects of dealing with employees and simplifying government support to businesses by 
providing clear information on products available. 'Business Link' provides information, advice and 
support to set up, maintain and grow a business. It also supplies information and advice to help 
customers make the most of their opportunities. Rather than supplying all the advice and assistance on 
the site itself, it fast-tracks customers to the expert help that they require. It is primarily funded by the 
Department of Trade and Industry, with the support of a number of other government departments, 
agencies and local authorities. A January 2011 survey of site visitors revealed that 89 % of respondents 
were likely to use the site again and 79 % likely to recommend it.  

Following a review by the government, the regional advisory service was cancelled; much of the local 
business support information can now be found within the national Business Link website directories 
('Events', 'Business Support Finder' and 'Contacts'). 

Networks 

Government Secure Intranet (GSi) 

The GSI is the primary network infrastructure for connecting and joining up central Government 
departments and agencies. It provides a secure and reliable connection to the Internet, including secure 
access to the web, file transfer and search facilities; directory services, web publishing and a mechanism 
for exchanging electronic mail both within the GSI community and over the Internet.  

The GSi is a managed service offered by the Government Procurement Service (formerly 'Buying 
Solutions') and delivered through a partnership with Cable & Wireless UK. Further to negotiations 
conducted in 2008, the GSi framework agreement was extended until August 2011 with provision for 
individual customer contracts under this framework to expire up to six months after this date, so services 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/index.htm
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/home?r.l1=1073858781&r.s=m
http://www.buyingsolutions.gov.uk/services/Communications/GSi/
http://gps.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
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to customers can be delivered until February 2012. Future services will be offered via the new Public 
Services Network (PSN). 

Public Services Network (PSN) 

The PSN intends to create a 'network of networks' for the public sector from the existing commercial 
networks and to develop a marketplace providing opportunities for industry and savings for the public 
sector. The PSN aims for an open, collaborative environment for all UK public sector employees. A 
complete set of PSN standards has been published and the targets are that all GSi and MTS UK 
customers have migrated to PSN services by the end of 2011 and that 80 % of the public sector (approx. 
4 million users) will have utilised the PSN Marketplace by 2014. A roadmap for the delivery of the PSN 
can be found in the 'Strategic Implementation Plan' document accompanying the 'Government ICT 
Strategy'. 

Government Connect Secure Extranet (GCSx) 

The GCSx is a government funded programme to provide a secure private Wide-Area Network (WAN) for 
secure interactions between connected local authorities and organisations. Even though it does not use 
the Internet or any other public network, it is connected to the Government Secure Intranet (GSi), the 
Government Secure Extranet (GSX), the National Health Service (NHS), the Criminal Justice Extranet 
(CJX) and the Police National Network (PNN). 

eIdentification/eAuthentication 

'Government Gateway' platform 

The Government Gateway is the main UK identification platform and a central registration and 
authentication engine, which enables secure authenticated eGovernment transactions to take place over 
the Internet. Built on open standards, the site also enables the joined-up delivery of government services 
by allowing various systems in different departments to communicate with it and with each other. 
Depending on the type of government transactions, user identification is based either on a digital 
certificate issued by an accredited certification authority, or on a user ID (supplied by the Government 
Gateway) and a password (chosen by the user) for government services that do not require the level of 
security provided by digital certificates.  

The services offered address both citizens and the business community. Services to citizens include 
submission of forms to government departments. For services for which online forms are not available, 
users submit data via software packages (such as payroll software). 

Security 

Global system for checking the fingerprints of visa applicants  

Completed in January 2008, the system currently covers visa applications from 133 countries, 
approximately 75 % of the world's population. Biometric cross-checks with UK databases have helped 
the Home Office identify several cases of identity fraud.  

 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/public-sector-network
http://www.ukmts.com/privacy-policy
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/govt-ict-sip.pdf
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/government-ict-strategy
http://www.ip-performance.co.uk/governmentconnectsecureextranetgcsxandcodeofconnectioncoco_128.php
http://www.gateway.gov.uk/
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eProcurement 

Government Procurement Service platform 

The UK runs a decentralised eProcurement policy. Contracting authorities are free to decide upon their 
own procurement strategies and a large number of private or public platforms achieve some or all of the 
eProcurement phases. 

The Government Procurement Service (formerly known as 'Buying Solutions') is the UK's non-mandatory 
national eProcurement platform, which is an executive agency of the Cabinet Office. It is a Trading Fund, 
run on commercial lines, which generates income to cover its costs and operates at no cost to the 
taxpayer. It is the only platform with a legal remit to procure on behalf of all UK contracting authorities 
and the largest Professional Buying Organisation (PBO) in the public sector. 

'xchangeWales' platform 

'xchangewales' is a programme that aims to enable all public sector organisations in Wales and their 
suppliers to trade with each other electronically. The platform includes a comprehensive suite of 
eProcurement tools and associated support services such as xchangewales - eSourcing and 
xchangewales - ePurchasing. The service is delivered in a modular format to meet the needs of the 
Welsh public sector and their suppliers. 

Other Infrastructure 

'GovTalk' website – eGovernment policies and standards 

The 'GovTalk' website enables public sector, industry and other interested participants to work together 
to develop and agree on policies and standards for eGovernment. A major part of the site is dedicated to 
a comprehensive presentation of important eGovernment schemas and standards, such as the eGIF (the 
eGovernment Interoperability Framework), the eGMS (the eGovernment Metadata Standard) and the 
GDSC (the Government Data Standards Catalogue). Another part of the site is dedicated to policy 
documents, even though its contents are more oriented towards technical matters and standards. 

Security 

'Employee Authentication Service' (EAS) project 

EAS is a cross-government project which enables authorised public employees to access sensitive 
information safely and securely. It is an example of how the re-use of existing technology can contribute 
to significant cost savings to central and local government. 

Education 

'Excellence Gateway' portal 

The 'Excellence Gateway' is a complete national online service for practitioners at all levels in the 
learning and skills sector in England. It provides practical help for improving daily work and aims at 
promoting innovations in teaching and learning. Furthermore, this portal enables practitioners to share 
both professional knowledge, as well as examples of effective practice with other users.  

http://gps.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.xchangewales.co.uk/
http://www.xchangewales.co.uk/services/1099
http://www.xchangewales.co.uk/services/1100
http://interim.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/govtalk.aspx
http://interim.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/govtalk/schemasstandards/e-gif.aspx
http://interim.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/govtalk/schemasstandards/metadata.aspx
http://interim.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/govtalk/schemasstandards/e-gif/datastandards.aspx
http://interim.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/govtalk/policydocuments.aspx
http://interim.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/govtalk/policydocuments.aspx
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/local-authority-staff/housing-benefit/claims-processing/hb-information-flows-programme/eas-cis-implementation/
http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=home
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Pan London eAdmissions System 

'eAdmissions' has been created by the London local authorities to provide a website where parents can 
easily find details about the schools maintained by the 33 London local authorities and Surrey County 
Council, and complete an application online. 

'Go On' service 

The 'Go On' service converts increasing numbers of people into confident Internet users, including the 
disadvantaged and the digitally excluded. More importantly, its guidance modules have enabled people 
to explore the benefits of the Web, whether to save money, find a job or use public services. 

Criminal Justice eSystems 
Justice is served by a modern IT infrastructure and case management system. Information on the 
administration and regulation of the justice system in England and Wales can be found on the 
justice.gov.uk website, which is aimed at those working within and reliant on information produced by a 
number of different bodies belonging to the judicial system. The Criminal Justice Secure eMail, serves 
over 40 000 users and 1 600 organisations and departments, processing more than 800 000 secure 
messages each month. 

A dedicated 'Guidance' section of justice.gov.uk for members of the judiciary, legal practitioners and 
other interested professionals covers a wide range of policy areas, including freedom of information, 
elections and human rights. 

The National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) supports the police to enhance and deliver better 
services to the public. The following major programmes are operational: 

 The 'Mobile Information' Programme promotes the roll-out of hand-held computers to front-line 
officers.  

 The Custody and Case Preparation applications are compatible and allow a detainee's custody 
information to be transferred to create a case file without the need to re-key the information. 
Custody is live in 24 police forces and Case Preparation is live in 28 police forces in England and 
Wales.  

 Mobile identification (MobileID) allows remote searching against the national policing fingerprint 
IDENT1 database. 24 forces across England and Wales are currently (end of 2011) using MobileID 
devices. 

 Airwave radio has replaced outdated, individually-run force analogue radio systems with a national 
digital radio service.  

The HM Revenue & Customs 

The HM Revenue & Customs is the tax authority in the UK. Services cover all aspects of taxation, 
including individuals and employees, employers, businesses and corporations. Citizens and businesses 
are provided with a comprehensive set of online services. 

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app
http://learn.go-on.co.uk/
http://www.justice.gov.uk/
http://cjsm.justice.gov.uk/
http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/
http://www.justice.gov.uk/
http://www.npia.police.uk/
http://www.npia.police.uk/en/10500.htm
http://www.npia.police.uk/en/10515.htm
http://www.npia.police.uk/en/10046.htm
http://www.npia.police.uk/en/10506.htm
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/index.htm
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/online/understanding.htm
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eGovernment Services for Citizens 
Availability and sophistication of eServices for Citizens 
 

The information in this section is based on the common list of 20 basic public services contained in the 
annual report 'Digitising Public Services in Europe: Putting ambition into action - 9th Benchmark 
Measurement' prepared for the European Commission, Directorate General for Information Society and 
Media, December 2010. 
 

The 12 services for citizens are as follows: 
 

1. Income taxes: declaration, notification of assessment 

2. Job search services by labour offices 

3. Social security benefits 

4. Personal documents: passport and driver’s licence 

5. Car registration (new, used, imported cars) 

6. Application for building permission 

7. Declaration to the police (e.g. in case of theft) 

8. Public libraries (availability of catalogues, search tools) 

9. Certificates (birth and marriage): request and delivery 

10. Enrolment in higher education/university 

11. Announcement of moving (change of address) 

12. Health related services (interactive advice on the availability of services in different hospitals; 
appointments for hospitals) 

 
1. Income taxes: declaration, notification of assessment 

Responsibility: Central government, HM Revenue & Customs 

Website:  http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/; http://www.direct.gov.uk/  

Description:  An online self-assessment system enables individuals and agents to send tax returns 
over the Internet and offer automatic calculation of tax and faster repayments. The 
system features improved response to customer feedback and is now able to 
remember personal details securely, pre-fill forms, perform all calculations 
automatically and make instant refunds electronically. To participate, registration with 
the 'Government Gateway' is required. Comprehensive information on taxes is 
available on the 'Directgov' website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/5283331
http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/5283331
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/individuals/tmaself-assessment.shtml
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/MoneyTaxAndBenefits/Taxes/index.htm
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2. Job search services by labour offices 

Responsibility: Central government, BusinessLink, Department for Work and Pensions 

Website:  http://www.direct.gov.uk/en 

Description:  'Directgov' assists citizens searching for a job. It offers a broad spectrum of relevant 
information, along with a fully functional job search facility enabling job seekers to 
conduct nationwide searches online.  

 

3. Social security benefits 

a. Unemployment benefits 

Responsibility: Central government,  

Website:  http://www.direct.gov.uk/ 

Description:  All interested citizens can find information on how to fill vacancies, on where to apply 
for benefits and on welfare policies. 

b. Child allowances 

Responsibility: Central government, HM Revenue & Customs 

Website:  http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/; http://www.direct.gov.uk/  

Description:  ‘Child Benefit’ is a tax-free monthly payment to anyone bringing up a child or young 
person. It is not affected by income or savings; therefore, most people who are 
bringing up a child or a young person are entitled. The Child Benefit Online Service 
allows parents to claim child benefit electronically, report a change of circumstances 
or issue a message to Child Benefit over the Internet. It uses the 'Government 
Gateway' to carry this out securely. Since 2003, part of family support is payable 
under the form of tax credits (Child Tax Credit and Working Tax Credit) paid by HM 
Revenue & Customs. The tax credits website enables online calculation of entitlement, 
filling and submission of applications, prior to electronic payment. 

c. Medical costs (reimbursement or direct settlement) 

Responsibility: N.A 

Website:  N.A 

Description:  This service is not relevant in the UK. Most treatment in the National Health Service 
(NHS) is free at the point of delivery. There can be charges (NHS prescription and 
dental charges, optical and hospital travel costs), for which help with some health 
costs is limited to people living on an annual income below a certain threshold, set by 
the government for each tax year). Health costs outside the NHS are not reimbursed. 

d. Student grants 

Responsibility: Central government 

Website:  http://www.direct.gov.uk/  

Description:  The Student Finance England online service enables full-time higher education 
students from England to apply for finance online. Registered users can apply for 
loans via a simple online form, check their loan accounts online, see details of 
scheduled payments, view correspondence and update their profile. Similar agencies 
offer services in other regions, namely the Student Awards Agency for Scotland – 
SAAS, Student Finance Wales, and Student Finance Ni (for Northern Ireland). 

 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Employment/Jobseekers/LookingForWork/DG_10030134?PRO=hp&CRE=Jobsimage
http://jobseekers.direct.gov.uk/homepage.aspx?sessionid=3188ab24-c9b7-4a78-9de5-b74775c1c384
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/MoneyTaxAndBenefits/BenefitsTaxCreditsAndOtherSupport/Employedorlookingforwork/DG_10018757
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/childbenefit/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/MoneyTaxAndBenefits/TaxCreditsandChildBenefit/Childbenefits/index.htm
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/childbenefit/online.htm
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.studentfinance.direct.gov.uk/portal/page?_pageid=153,4680119&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.saas.gov.uk/
http://www.saas.gov.uk/
http://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/portal/page?_pageid=616,6200692&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk/portal/page?_pageid=54,1265897&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
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4. Personal documents: passport and driver’s licence 

a. Passport 

Responsibility: Central government, Identity and Passport Service (IPS) 

Website:  http://www.direct.gov.uk/ 

Description:  The Identity and Passport Service (IPS) allows British citizens resident in the UK to 
apply for or renew all types of British passport. Users can request online or telephone 
help, if necessary. The application fee can be paid online. The pre-printed application 
form is then returned by post to the applicant to sign, date and return to the IPS for 
processing. 

b. Driver’s licence 

Responsibility: Central government, Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) 

Website:  http://www.dvla.gov.uk/; http://www.direct.gov.uk/  

Description:  Information and online application service. Self-service facilities enable private 
motorists to go online to apply for a first provisional driving licence, renew an existing 
one or apply for a replacement. Relevant information provided by the DVLA can be 
found in the 'Directgov' portal. 

 

5. Car registration (new, used, imported cars)  

Responsibility: Central government, Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) 

Website:   http://www.direct.gov.uk/  

Description:  Information and forms for download purposes are available on the 'Directgov' portal. 

 

6. Application for building permission 

Responsibility: Central government, local government 

Website:  http://www.planningportal.gov.uk; http://www.direct.gov.uk/  

Description:  The 'Planning Portal', developed by the Planning Inspectorate and a number of other 
stakeholders, provides access to information on the planning process and allows users 
to download planning applications forms. Applications can be submitted online 
through the portal's online application system to all local authorities in England and 
Wales. The associated fee can be calculated, with an option to pay electronically in 
certain cases. 

 

7. Declaration to the police (e.g. in case of theft)  

Responsibility: Central government, Police Information Technology Organisation (PITO) 

Website:  http://www.direct.gov.uk/ 

Description:  Information on reporting a crime is available on the 'Directgov' portal. An online 
search facility for locating the nearest local police authority is also available. 

 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Dl1/Directories/DG_1000006561
http://www.dvla.gov.uk/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Motoring/DriverLicensing/index.htm
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Motoring/Motoringtransactions/DG_10032681
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Motoring/BuyingAndSellingAVehicle/RegisteringAVehicle/index.htm
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommunity/Planning/PlanningPermission/DG_4018203
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/PpApplications/loginRegister.jsp
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/CrimeJusticeAndTheLaw/Reportingcrimeandantisocialbehaviour/DG_181857
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Diol1/DoItOnline/DG_4017475
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Diol1/DoItOnline/DG_4017475
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8. Public libraries (availability of catalogues, search tools) 

Responsibility: Central government/local government 

Website:  N/A 

Description:  Most public libraries possess online catalogues. 

 
9. Certificates (birth, marriage): request and delivery  

Responsibility: Central government, General Register Office 

Website:  http://www.direct.gov.uk/ (England and Wales) 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/ (Scotland) 
http://www.groni.gov.uk/ (Northern Ireland) 

Description:  The General Register Offices offer the facility to order certificates online.General 
Information on birth and marriage certificates is available on the 'Directgov' portal. 

 
10.  Enrolment in higher education/university 

Responsibility: Universities and other higher education institutions, Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service (UCAS) 

Website:  http://www.ucas.com/ ; http://www.direct.gov.uk/  

Description:  UCAS is the central organisation that processes applications for full-time 
undergraduate courses at UK universities and colleges. 'UCAS Apply' is a secure web-
based system that allows applicants to apply online for UK higher education courses. 

 
11. Announcement of moving (change of address) 

Responsibility: N/A 

Website:  N/A 

Description:  This service is not relevant in the UK, where there is no obligation to inform the 
authorities of a change of address. 

 
12. Health related services (interactive advice on the availability of services in different 
hospitals; appointments for hospitals) 

Responsibility: N/A 

Website:  http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 

Description:  The 'Choose and Book' national electronic referral service gives patients a choice of 
place, date and time for their first outpatient appointment in a hospital or clinic. Prior 
to this, a general practitioner has to provide them with an authorisation and a 
reference number, and finalise the appointment with the hospital. Health information 
and advice is provided by the NHS Direct website. It is supported by a 24-hour nurse 
advice and information helpline, and is also accessible through interactive digital TV. 

 
Further information on the services and on the latest official online sophistication ratings is available in 
the 'Digitising Public Services in Europe: Putting ambition into action - 9th Benchmark Measurement' 
report, prepared for the European Commission, Directorate General for Information Society and Media, 
December 2010. 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Governmentcitizensandrights/Registeringlifeevents/Familyhistoryandresearch/Birthmarriageanddeathcertificates/DG_175628
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/
http://www.groni.gov.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/UniversityAndHigherEducation/ApplyingForAHigherEducationCourse/DG_10013229
http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/
http://www.chooseandbook.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/
http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/5283331
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eGovernment Services for Businesses 
Availability and sophistication of eServices for Businesses 

The information in this section is based on the common list of 20 basic public services contained in the 
annual report 'Digitising Public Services in Europe: Putting ambition into action - 9th Benchmark 
Measurement' prepared for the European Commission, Directorate General for Information Society and 
Media, December 2010. 

The 8 services for businesses are as follows: 

1. Social contributions for employees 

2. Corporate tax: declaration, notification 

3. VAT: declaration, notification 

4. Registration of a new company 

5. Submission of data to statistical offices 

6. Customs declarations 

7. Environment-related permits (incl. reporting) 

8. Public procurement 

 

1. Social contributions for employees 

Responsibility: Central government, HM Revenue & Customs 

Website:  http://www.hmrc.gov.uk 

Description:  Internet service enabling employers to submit and receive PAYE (Pay as You Earn) 
and NIC (National Insurance Contributions) forms and returns over the Internet, and 
to make payments electronically. Requires registration and enrolment with the 
'Government Gateway'. An EDI-based service is also available. This type of 
information is obtainable via the 'Businesslink' portal. 

 

2. Corporate tax: declaration, notification 

Responsibility: Central government, HM Revenue & Customs 

Website:  http://www.hmrc.gov.uk 

Description:  Service enabling companies and agents to send corporation tax returns, computations 
and accounts over the Internet, and to make corresponding payments. Companies can 
also view details of their corporate tax position, including liabilities and payments for 
each accounting period, and any interest or penalties that may have been charged. 
The system requires registration and enrolment with the 'Government Gateway'. 
Information on corporate tax may also be found on the 'Businesslink' portal. 

 

http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/5283331
http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/5283331
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/ni/index.htm
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
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3. VAT: declaration, notification 

Responsibility: Central government, HM Revenue & Customs 

Website:  http://www.hmrc.gov.uk 

Description:  Service enabling declaration and payment of VAT online. Requires registration and 
enrolment with the 'Government Gateway'. Similar information can be also found on 
the 'Businesslink' portal. 

 

4. Registration of a new company 

Responsibility: Central government, Registrar of Companies (Companies House) 

Website:  http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk 

Description:  Information and forms for company registration and company information submission. 
Forms for company registration can be submitted electronically using an online 
'Software Filing' service. Information on company registration can also be retrieved via 
the 'Businesslink' portal. 

 

5. Submission of data to statistical offices 

Responsibility: Office for National Statistics (ONS), UK Statistics Authority 

Website:  http://www.statistics.gov.uk/default.asp  

Description:  The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is the executive office of the UK Statistics 
Authority, a non-ministerial department which reports directly to the parliament. ONS 
is the UK government's single largest statistical producer. The website provides 
independent statistical information on a series of themes, including the latest "Census 
Day" of 27 March 2011. 

 

6. Customs declarations 

Responsibility: Central government, HM Revenue & Customs 

Website:  http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/ 

Description:  Electronic services (web-based and EDI-based) available to importers/exporters and 
for declaration and payment of customs operations. Similar information on customs 
may also be found on the 'Businesslink' portal. 

 

7. Environment-related permits (incl. reporting) 

Responsibility: Central government, Environment Agency (England and Wales only) 

Website:  http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/ 

Description:  Information and downloadable forms. Similar information may also be retrieved from 
the 'Businesslink' portal. 

 

http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk/
http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk/toolsToHelp/efiling.shtml
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/detail?r.lc=en&type=RESOURCES&itemId=1073789615&r.s=sl
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/default.asp
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/channelsPortalWebApp.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=pageImport_Home
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?r.l1=1079717544&r.s=tl&topicId=1087335890
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?topicId=1080480296&r.lc=en&r.s=sl
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8. Public procurement 

Responsibility: Government Procurement Service, Cabinet Office 

Website:  http://gps.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 

Description:  The Government Procurement Service (formerly known as 'Buying Solutions') is the 
UK's non-mandatory national eProcurement platform, which is an executive agency of 
the Cabinet Office. It is a Trading Fund, run on commercial lines, which generates 
income to cover its costs and operates at no cost to the taxpayer. It is the only 
platform with a legal remit to procure on behalf of all UK contracting authorities and 
the largest Professional Buying Organisation (PBO) in the public sector. 

 

Further information on the services and on the latest official online sophistication ratings is available in 
the 'Digitising Public Services in Europe: Putting ambition into action - 9th Benchmark Measurement' 
report, prepared for the European Commission, Directorate General for Information Society and Media, 
December 2010. 

http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/5283331
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European Commission - eGovernment Practice 

eGovernment practice (epractice.eu) is an information and exchange service for European professionals. 

The eGovernment factsheets are one of the epractice.eu services. The factsheets present an overview of the 
eGovernment status and progress in the European countries. 

The eGovernment factsheets are produced and updated twice a year. 

eGovernment practice is a joint initiative by the Directorate General Informatics and the Directorate General for 
the Information Society and Media. 

Production/Publishing: eGovernment Practice Editorial Team, EUROPEAN DYNAMICS S.A. 
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